
      Our Year 3 Curriculum - Spring 2  
 
 

Lens & Big  
Question 

Settlement: 
How does the Japanese landscape affect settlement? 

Maths Measures 
Children will practise measuring length, mass and capacity. Children will be 
using the metric units of metres, centimetres, millimetres, kilograms, grams, 
litres and millilitres. Children will measure practically, find equivalent 
measurements as well as adding and subtracting measures.  
Fractions 
The children will build on their learning from Year 2 by understanding 
numerators and denominators, comparing fractions, counting in fractions on a 
number line and finally, they will begin to learn about equivalent fractions. The 
use of manipulatives will be vital in ensuring pupils develop a conceptual 
understanding of fractions. The children will continue learning about fractions 
in the Summer term.  

English The children will use their science learning to write a non-fiction piece of 
writing about how fossils are formed. 
 
We will read Japanese Children’s Favourite Stories, and the children will then 
write a traditional Japanese folk tale based on the stories they have read. They 
will immerse themselves in the text by using drama to act out parts of the 
story. The children will then analyse the grammatical features of the text, such 
as fronted adverbials, conjunctions, and commas in a list. 
 
We will also celebrate World Book Day by dressing up as ‘wonderful words’ or 
characters from books, and we will spend the week exploring and completing 
work based on Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 
Educational Visit: Shakespeare Workshop 
 
Reading  
Hansel and Gretel 
Reading lessons will focus on clarifying the meaning of new and unfamiliar 
words, inferring using evidence from the text and making predictions based on 
what has been read. 

Geography Japan 
In Geography, Year 3 will be learning all about Japan. The children will find out 
where Japan is in the world and learn about its physical features (such as 
mountains and climate) and human features (including cities, culture and how 
people live and work). They will practise their map skills by drawing a simple 
sketch map of Japan. Towards the end of the unit, the children will compare 
Japan with the UK and think about where they would prefer to build a house, 
explaining their choice. 

Science Plants 
The children will be reinforcing and building on their knowledge of plants this 
half term. We will revise the parts of a plant and their functions from our 
previous plant topic and then look at the life cycle of a flowering plant. We will 
learn more about the parts of a plant and dissect a flower to help us. The 
children will be learning a range of new vocabulary: 



 

Religious  
Education 

This term in Religious Education, we will explore the idea of ‘Our Situation’. 
Children will think about who they are, how they live, and how they interact 
with others and the world around them. They will explore questions from their 
own experiences and from the viewpoints of different religions and 
worldviews. Pupils will consider what influences people’s lives, such as family, 
friends, and beliefs, and how these can help people understand their place in 
the world. Discussion and reflection will help children share ideas and respect 
different viewpoints. 

PSHE Our topic this term is ‘Community’. 
We will begin by thinking about how this links to our British Values of both 
tolerance and respect. Then we will explore the ideas of ‘belonging’, ‘diversity’ 
and how we can value everyone's contributions to our societal mix. 
British Value - Tolerance 

Music 
 

This half term we will be learning how to play the recorder. We will be learning  
how to be able to create a clear tone, read notes B, A and G on the stave and 
play as part of an ensemble. 

Computing 
 

This half term children will be continuing learning about filming and editing 
video. In Spring 1 they planned a short video trailer to advertise a children's 
book and learned about camera angles and use. Children will be further 
developing camera skills and editing skills to produce their trailer.  

French Bonjour! The children will be learning numbers to ten in French. They will learn 
how to say their age and how to ask someone how old they are. They will be 
using the language learned so far this term in a role play with their peers. 

PE Outdoor PE - Children will focus on athletics this term. They will develop 
techniques for sprinting, relay racing, jumping technique in a range of 
approaches and take off positions, and throwing for distance and accuracy. 
 
Indoor PE - Children will focus on dance this term, linked to machines and 
their moving parts. 
 
Swimming - Children will be swimming on their fronts, backs and breaststroke 
legs. Contrasting activities will focus on skills this term, including flotation, 
rotation, treading water, push and glides, head first surface dives, safe entries 
& submersions. Children will be assessed on their progress and receive a 
water skills certificate if achieved.  

Art

 

Yayoi Kusama 
Children will look at painting and printing this term focusing on the Japanese 
Art of Yayoi Kusama - the “princess of polka dots”. We will be exploring 
printmaking, the differences of each type, and the impact that shade and 
colour choice can have on the mood of a painting. The children will be 
printmaking using a repeated pattern of pumpkins, flowers or mushrooms. We 
will end this topic by creating a collaborative piece of art as a year group, 
inspired by Yayoi Kusama. 

 


